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to me, Susan, Margaret 

 
 

Hi Fred, 

 

Thank you for inviting Middlebury students attend the Economic Health Committee 

meeting last week. After reviewing some notes I took during the meeting, I've compiled 

some ideas I'd like to share with you. Ideally, if some of these things are figured out 

before the new academic year starts, I think we'll have a really great shot at improving 

some of the issues pointed out at the meeting. I've bulleted these preliminary action 

items below: 

 

• Streamline communications: sharing what the town has to offer with students in a 

more effective manner. 

o Maybe make the Experience Middlebury website a central hub/feed for 

everything going on at Middlebury? How can we integrate other venues 

for information, like Front Porch Forum, into this? 

o SGA will have an entire committee on External Affairs once the academic 

year begins. Creating a linkage between External Affairs and the 

Economic Health Committee would be invaluable. I would love to know 

how frequently the committee meets, when, and where, so that these 

students can actively participate and support the committee. 

o For Peggy: Maybe the CCI can look into making a permanent section on 

Handshake (or another CCI platform, whichever seems optimal) 

specifically about job opportunities in Middlebury/VT? 

o For Sue: I strongly support the idea of making a town play more of a role 

during Fall Family Weekend. Can we figure out what opportunities are 

feasible? Someone also mentioned having a “Community Orientation” 

session at the beginning of the year, which could be an alternate, but 

equally viable, idea. 

• Consider pursuing more experience-based retail options. 

o Bowling alley or something similar? 

o Can someone compile a list of experience-based retail options that the 

town already provides? I know someone mentioned Town Hall Theatre 

as an example; I’m sure there’s more that we just don’t know about. This 

might also be a good thing to integrate into the Experience Middlebury 

website. 



• Consider offering services that students crave but the town currently does not 

offer. 

o Getting a hairdresser/barber that specializes in cutting/styling hair for 

people of color (working here, or to come down to Middlebury once a 

week) would be a huge hit. This idea was floated at the meeting, and I 

would love to see this materialize. 

o Food ventures are generally always successful. As I mentioned in the 

meeting, the reason why Yogurt City’s bubble tea sales are (I’m 

assuming) through the roof is because bubble tea is both a popular 

comfort drink among Asian students, but also gaining popularity across 

the United States. 

• Recognizing the financial burden faced by many Middlebury College students: 

o We already pay a significant amount of money to attend the college, and 

we established in the meeting that everything necessary to our survival 

is provided by the College, as it should. 

o Can we figure out a mechanism by which declining balance dollars can be 

used at in-town retail locations? 

o Is there a way to have periodic sales/coupons/student discounts, to further 

incentivize students to venture into town? Of course, this information 

would have to be shared with the College in an effective manner so that 

we know these promotions are going on in the first place. 

 

Lastly, I would like to note that students at the College come from a variety of 

backgrounds and first and foremost need to feel welcomed into the community before 

they can be expected to actively participate in it. I welcome any further discussions you 

would like to have about this. 

 

Of course, please feel free to reach out if you have any questions or would like me to 

clarify something! 

 

Best, 

Varsha Vijayakumar '20 

SGA President 
 


